
In response to rail workers’ strikes, the Tories say they

will accelerate plans to introduce new laws to restrict

the right to strike for transport workers.

Their 2019 manifesto included a commitment to introduce legally-

mandated “minimum service” levels. Where such laws exist in other

countries, they involve unions agreeing with employers to exempt a

section of their membership from striking in order to provide the

“minimum service”. They turn unions into administrators of scabbing.

Such a law would add to an already draconian legislative regime, which

Tony Blair once approvingly called “the most restrictive union laws in the

western world”. We are prevented from legally striking in solidarity with

other workers, from striking over political issues such as climate change

or healthcare, and from organising strike votes in the workplace itself.

The RMT’s 2021 AGM voted for a resolution committing the union to a

policy of non-compliance with minimum service laws, in the event they

are imposed. Unite general secretary Sharon Graham has also hinted at

the need for unions to defy the law. Such defiance will require

confidence and courage, as well as organisation and pressure from

below. A strong campaign against the new law, and to demand the

abolition of existing ones, can help build the confidence required to defy

them.

Free Our Unions exists to help rank-and-file trade union reps, union

branches, and the labour movement as a whole organise that

campaigning. If you want to fight for union freedom and a real right to

strike, get involved.

Free Our Unions was launched in

2018 by Lambeth Unison, and has

since been supported by four

unions at national level - RMT, FBU,

PCS, and IWGB - as well as dozens

of local union branches and

committees.

We produce resources and briefings for activists, and organise public

meetings. We have worked closely with climate activists to highlight the

ways in which anti-union laws restrict workers’ ability to take direct action

for the climate; we support the Empower the Unions initiative launched by

Earth Strike UK.

We have supported union activists promoting policies and initiatives in their

unions around the issue of anti-union laws, and have worked with Labour

Party activists to win radical policy on the issue at Labour conferences. We

have also worked with activists in the Green Party Trade Union Group. 

We can provide speakers for local union, Labour Party, and other meetings.

To get in touch, find us online, or scan the QR code.
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